
 
 
February 26, 2019 
 
The Honorable John Curtis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
125 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
 

 
Dear Representative Curtis: 
 
On behalf of The Pew Charitable Trusts, thank you for your matchless leadership in crafting legislation that will 
resolve long-standing public lands management issues in Emery County and successfully shepherding it through 
Congress and on to the President’s desk as part of the Natural Resources Management Act (S. 47). This is a 
signature achievement for you, and we are proud to have worked with you as you brought it to completion. 
 
When Pew was first invited into the conversation about conserving Emery County’s pristine lands and waters, 
we engaged because we saw a unique opportunity to increase access for those who camp, hunt, hike, fish, 
climb, and paddle in the San Rafael Swell while also honoring the needs of Utah's communities and school 
children through land exchanges and conveyances that will provide local and state governments with economic 
and planning certainty. We believe that your legislation accomplishes these goals. 
 
The conservation gains in the Natural Resources Management are tremendous. The package conserves some of 
our nation’s wildest lands and rivers, adding nearly 1.4 million acres of public land to the National Wilderness 
Preservation System and more than 620 miles of rivers to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. But your 
achievement in Emery County is historic. For decades, stakeholders have been unable to break through the 
logjam of mistrust and animosity surrounding public land use in Utah. Your success in Emery County represents 
more than just the conservation acreage and increased local certainty captured in the text of the bill. Rather, it 
offers hope that future generations of Utahns might benefit from a new model of collaboration for which you 
and your staff have so elegantly set the standard. 
 
For your work in Emery County and in other places, you have our gratitude. We look forward to working with 
you to conserve more of Utah’s spectacular wild places. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Gilroy, Director 
U.S. Public Lands Conservation 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
 


